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Negotlatlon Efforts

Covert Aid to ‘Rebels
Could EXPII'C Oct. 1

By Don Oberdorfer
‘Washingion Post Staff Writer

The CIA will be unable to contin-
ue its covert support of anti-govern-
ment guerrillas in Nicaragua .after
Oct. 1 if the House sticks by the op-
position it expressed Thursday night
in a 228-10-195 vote, House leaders
said vesterday.

This little-understood legislative
and legal situation gives added sig-
nificance to the House vote, accord-
ing to Intelligence Committee Chair-
man Edward P. Boland (D-Mass.),
one of the principal sponsors of the
bill cutting off U.S. aid 1o the “secret
war.”

Boland's disclosure suggested an
earlier-than-expected onset of the
“giant headache down the road a

wavs” that was forecast Tuesday .
night by President Reagan if oppo- -

nents of the Nicaraguan covert rebel
operation have their way.
Reagan, through a spokesman, ex-

pressed disappoinument at Thursday '

night’s House vote, but said it “rep-
resents but one stage in the continu-

ing congressional consideration of

this issue.” The statement said the
administration will continue to pur-
sue its current policies in Central
America.

Reagan, in an interview taped for
broadcast tonight on the McLau-
ghlin Group program on WRC-TV,
said he was “not at all dismayed” by

the House vote. He sand 1t ‘was “so

.close™-and insisted that “there is a

solid consensus on our-side. Granted,
it istt.a majority, because the lead-"

»ershlp—the Democratic leadership—

is obviously on that other side. For
what reason, I don’t know.”

.. Because it seemed unlikely to be- |
come law, the Boland-Zablocki bill-
passed Thursday night after an in-
‘tense and lengthy debate was inter- !
preted mainly as a political signal of
House and Democratic Party oppo-
sition to the “secret war” against
"Nicaragua's Sandinista government.

Technically, the bill is an amend-
ment to the fiscal 1983 Intelligence
Authorization Act, which has been
passed by both chambers and signed
into law, so if the Senate takes no
action, the Boland-Zablocki measure
will not take effect.

However, opponents of the CIA
covert operation will have another
opportunity to express their oppo-
sition when the House considers the
intelligence authorization bill for fis-
cal 1984, which begins Oct. 1.

In a report filed May 16, the
Democratic majority of the House
Intelligence Committee recommend-
ed deleting all funds for the Ni-
_caraguan covert operation from this
bill. The precedent, reasoning and
vote count of Thursday night sug-

gest that the House would-back up.
the committee when the measure
reaches the floor.

‘House refusal to authorize t,he
fands would give that chamber real
Jeverage through the power of the
purse, and would mean that the ad-
ministration would be 1n a bind after
Oct. 1. Even the continued backing
of the White House-and the approv-

STAT

' could be used for a purpose explic--
~itly disapproved by the House."Even
. i this-could.be done, Boland said

yesterday, - whatever funds they
could find would ot be sufficient to.
carry thls lNlcaravuan covert. oper-
ation] on.” . e O

~The amounts ‘of money i nvolved
4n - backmo “the. “secret -war”

have.

been consxde.red classified informa-

‘tion, but Rep. Henry J. Hyde (R- |
1IL), a supporter of the CIA opera-
tion, -inadvertently made them pub-
lic . toward ‘the ‘end of Thursday
night's House debate.

_ Noting ‘thatthe Boland- Zablockl
bill calls for $30 million to be spent
in. fiscal 1983 and $50 million in fis-

cal 1984 for overt, or open, interdic- -

tion -of illicit arms in Central Amer-
ica, Hyde said: “Those are the sums
that the administration wanted for
covert interdiction.”

Asked about-this vesterday, Hvde
said this was “a-supposition” on his
part rather than a statement of facts,

but other sources said Hvde had :

“spilled the heans.”

The CIA, asked if it could contin-
ue to support the “secret war™ after
Oct. 1 in the absence of an author-
ization by -the House, replied
through a spokesman: “We will only
qpend what is-in our hudget.”

On the political level, House
Speaker Thomas P. {Tip) O'Neil} Jr.
(D-Mass.) said the House vote “will
awaken the president, who is flexing
his muscles on a macho trip” in Cen-
tral America. .

O'Neill $aid -that despite words
from the White House that policy |

will not be changed, Reagan “is going |

to have to think seriously” about the
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